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WITH UN SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS JUNE 14 TO RELAY THE 
RESULTS OF THE US /FRENCH 6/11 MEETING ON RWANDA 
(REFTEL) . THE UN ASSERTED THE PREROGATIVE OF THE 
EVENTUAL FORCE COMMANDER TO MAKE DECISIONS ON HOW TO 
SAFELY CARRY OUT THE OBSERVER FORCE'S MANDATE. END 
SUMMARY. 

3. USUN POLOFF SHE STACK AND FMUN POLOFF BERMANN MET 
JOINTLY WITH UN MILITARY ADVISER GEN. BARIL AND DEPT OF 
PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS (DPKO) SECTION HEAD HEDI ANNABI 
JUNE 14. SHESTACK CONVEYED USG CONCERNS ABOUT THE 
EXTENT OF THE OBSERVER FORCE 1 S MANDATE , THE ROLE OF THE 
UGANDANS, FOOT PATROLS AND HELICOPTER FLIGHTS, DRAWING 
ON THE POINTS MADE BY THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE JUNE 11 
MEETING WITH THE FRENCH (REFTEL) . THE FRENCH WERE 
MOSTLY SILENT PARTNERS IN THIS MEETING. 

4. GEN. BARIL POINTED OUT THAT THE UN IS ALWAYS 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE SAFETY OF ITS UNARMED OBSERVERS, 
WHETHER THEY BE IN BOSNIA, MOZAMBIQUE, CAMBODIA, UGANDA 
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OR ELSEWHERE. THE CONCEPT BEHIND OBSERVER MISSIONS 
LEADS TO ALL SUCH MISSIONS BEING VULNERABLE. THE FORCE 
COMMANDER WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DECIDING HOW TO 
IMPLEMENT THE OBSERVER GROUP 1 S MANDATE IN THE SAFEST 
WAY. HE ARGUED THAT THE SMALL NUMBER OF OBSERVERS IN 
THE MISSION WOULD IMPOSE LIMITS ON THE MANDATE OF THE 
MISSION. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE OBSERVER GROUP WOULD 
NOT STOP ANY VEHICLES, BUT INSISTED THEY WOULD REPORT 
ANY ARMS SHIPMENTS THEY SEE, EVEN SMALL ONES CARRIED BY 
HAND. HE CONCURRED THAT IT WOULD BE THE UGANDAN ROLE TO 
STOP AND INSPECT VEHICLES. 

5. BARIL AGREED WITH THE FRENCH CHARACTERIZATION OF THE 
"FOOT” PATROLS MOVING PRIMARILY BY VEHICLE, WITH THE 
OBSERVERS DISEMBARKING FROM TIME TO TIME TO GET A 
PANORAMIC VIEW FROM HILLTOPS. HE BELIEVED IT WOULD BE 
EASY FOR THE OBSERVERS IN A SHORT TIME TO ESTABLISH A 
PATTERN OF WHAT GOODS WHERE CROSSING THE BORDER. HE 
PROMISED THERE WOULD NOT BE EXTENSIVE NIGHT PATROLS, BUT 
HE RESISTED THE IDEA OF RESTRICTING THE OBSERVERS FROM 
WATCHING FOOT PATHS. 

6. GEN. BARIL ALSO INSISTED THAT HELICOPTERS WERE THE 
UN’S BEST TOOL FOR MONITORING THE TRAFFIC ACROSS THE 
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BORDER, AND THAT THEY COULD SAFELY FLY WITHIN 10 METERS 
OF THE BORDER. HE REASSURED POLOFF THAT FLIGHTS WOULD 
ONLY BE UNDERTAKEN WHEN FLIGHT CONDITIONS WERE RIGHT, AS 
WOULD ALWAYS BE THE CASE IN ANY PKO. 

7 . POLOFF POINTED OUT THE IMPORTANCE OF BEGINNING 
CONTINGENCY PLANNING, TO AVOID UNDUE DELAYS IF THE 
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SECURITY COUNCIL DECIDED UPON A UN-LED NEUTRAL 
INTERNATIONAL FORCE. BARIL AND ANNABI COMMENTED THAT IT 
WOULD SET A PRECEDENT FOR THE UN TO UNDERTAKE 
CONTINGENCY PLANNING BEFORE A FORMAL SC DECISION. THEY 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE JOINT AGREEMENT WORKED OUT IN 
ARUSHA JUNE 11 CALLED FOR A UN RECONNAISSANCE MISSION, 
WHICH WOULD BE EXPECTED MAKE A REPORT UPON ITS RETURN. 
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